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Annual Report for the year ended 31 August 2025
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Public Benefit

The Charity Trustees have complied with their duty to have due regard to the guidance on public benefit published by the Charity Commission in exercising their powers or duties.

Governing Document & Objectives of the Charity:

Friends of Hob Moor is a Charitable Unincorporated Association and it is governed by its agreed constitution adopted in October 1998 and amended in October 2023.

Its objectives are:

1. To work in collaboration with others to promote the conservation, protection and improvement of the natural environment of Hob Moor.

2. To promote Hob Moor as an open space amenity for education, recreation and leisure time occupation.

3. To promote research into the history and ecology of Hob Moor.

Annual Report from the Management Committee 2025

Covid. Yet again another version of Covid has hit the world but we are advised to work and go about our day as normal.  Accordingly, up until 31 August the committee met face to face 

The Committee met 4 times in February, May, June and July and again on the 13 October (although the last meeting strictly comes under our next financial year)
Financial Report.  Richard Gray, our Treasurer, will report at the AGM on this year’s accounts which show a small deficit of £109.70 (2024 deficit - £153.09) and a bank balance of  £4126.06 (2024: £4235.76). The committee noted that the Legacy from the late Frederick Stirk’s estate has been received and in addition Elizabeth Smith who received a fee of £30 for a talk given at Southlands Methodist Women’s Fellowship generously donated it to FOHM.
The Moor.  Despite there being no Higher Level Stewardship Agreement for the Moor from the City of York Council through the Rural Payments Agency, Hob Moor continues to be a place of beauty and sometimes tranquillity that we enjoy as well as the sounds of birds including Skylarks, Chiffchaffs, Blackcaps, Swallows, Swifts and even Red Kites. 
It has been reported that butterflies, such as the Peacock, Comma, Small Tortoiseshell, Red Admiral, Brimstone and on occasion the Small Tortoiseshell returned to the Moor again.  

In addition the snowdrops and crocuses were quite beautiful this year

The Committee was informed that some trees had been felled at the back of the school and had fallen into the stream and left quite a mess.  However, Dan Calvert of the Council was contacted and had the area cleared.  

In good weather York Minster can be seen in the distance from the Moor but underneath our feet can be seen evidence of old farming practices, known as ridge and furrow lines. 

From a Facebook article Caleb reported that he had noted that someone called Amber had been litter picking on the Moor and we sent a letter of thanks, but our thanks to all those who help to keep the Moor litter free as possible,

Defibrillator.  The Committee were asked to consider the possibility of contributing towards the purchase a Defibrillator to be sited on the Moor but following lengthy discussions decided we could not participate in this.  Consideration centred on siting given the sheer size of the Moor, vandalism and on going expense.  

The Plague Stone.  Thanks to the diligence of Ian Tomlinson, some £872 has been collected and donated to St Leonard’s Hospice.  Ian will give more information at the meeting when delivering his update on the Moor but sad to say it was thought that some theft was taking place as the sum left has fallen short recently. The notice was also stolen but thanks to Ian’s hard work he is continuing to monitor the donations and has replaced the notice. 

The Committee was also informed that given the end of Treemendous, Ian was now the last tree warden in York.  Treemendous was founded in 2011 with an aim to plant 50,000 trees around York.  That aim was surpassed and over 60,000 trees have been planted.

West Bank Fair.  Again, we had a successful day at West Bank Fair on 29 June.  Our thanks must go to Ian and Elizabeth Tomlinson for donating a large jar of pine cones and tree seeds for a competition to guess the number of natural contents in the jar along with another instructive game.  We also had a very large Pooh Bear donated by our Chair as a prize to guess its name. Both of which pulled in members and non-members, even some giving donations.  £17.50 was raised from the competitions,  £4 from cards and £7 in donations.

Charlotte Davies, representative from Greater Community Forum came to the stall interested in ecology and how individuals can help the environment.  It was decided to invite Charlotte to give a talk at our AGM.

Cows.  Members have reported that they are delighted that cows have returned to the Moor.  It was hoped that the cows would help keep down the brambles.  We wrote to Dave Meigh and Stephen Fenton to thank them for their efforts in bringing the cows back to the Moor.

Although the fences have been repaired concern was expressed that the gates were sometimes left open but now that the cows have returned it was hoped that this will cease.  

There have been quite a few reports of Anti Social Behaviour on the Moor.  Over the Summer there have been escalating issues with youths intimidating, particularly younger  children.  There have also been reports of fires and electric bikes and scooters being used to chase both people and cows.  The Police have asked that any incidents be reported to them.  

Summer Walks:  We organised three walks on the Moor this Summer and our thanks to those who lead them: 
Wildflower Walk – 20 July lead by Elizabeth Smith in atrocious weather

Bat Walk – 17 August lead by East Yorks Bat Group which was exceptionally well attended;

History Walk – 21 September lead by our secretary, Susan, who stood in for Elizabeth Smith.

Annual General Meeting.  As mentioned above the AGM is planned to take place on  Wednesday 12 November at West Thorpe Methodist Church Hall.  

Sue Cawood who has managed the bookings of the Hall for many years and who has been incredibly helpful to us has retired and it was agreed to send her a thank you FOHM card.

THE COMMITTEE
Having suffered a heart attack and having had a replacement hip operation this past year.  I should like to say a very special thank you to every member of the committee who have

done a splendid job on your behalf without me!  

May I also  take this opportunity of thanking YOU, the members, for your very much valued subscriptions and donations, help and support, without which the Moor would not be the splendid place it is and the committee wouldn’t exist!

Finally our thanks must go to Ian and Elizabeth Tomlinson for refreshments and hospitality as well as West Thorpe Methodist Church.

Declaration
The Trustees declare that they have approved the Annual Report above.

Margaret Silcock

Chair of Friends of Hob Moor Committee

Dated: 15 October, 2025
